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A Note from Pastor Steve

Dear Friends in Christ,

Just the other day, | heard the hopeful songs of the cardinals echoing through the
woods that surround our home. We are joyfully reminded that the days of spring lie tantaliz-
ingly around the corner. | am certain that we are all longing for an end to the prolonged chill
of winter and the onset of warmer days.

Martin Marty, the renowned Lutheran church historian, author, and theologian, wrote
shortly after the death of his first wife that “Winter is a season of the year as well as a sea-
son of the heart.” We all know what he means. The chill of loss, the sadness of grief, the
shivers of fear, the unfriendliness of anxiety — we know the truth of our lives. And yet,
through it all, we hear Jesus coming to us with the call to “Follow me!” Our winters turn to
springs when we turn our lives to “the way, the truth, and the life.” There is no better way to
be strengthened and supported than joining with our sisters and brothers in Christ in wor-
ship. Our life together in Christ begins and ends in worship. Worship is the life-blood of our
faith community. To encounter the “Word made flesh,” to share in the body and blood of our
Lord and Savior, to present our lives as “living sacrifices,” brings us together and encour-
ages us in our lives and faith. Make weekly worship a priority in your lives as we grow to-
gether in faith and hope!

February is filled with opportunities for spiritual growth:

Our annual meeting on the 1st brings us together in support of our staff and ministry pro-
grams. Please warmly welcome Bishop Craig Johnson as he shares the day with us.

The 8th begins a new adult study at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings in Shepherd’s Corner
around “The Lutheran Handbook,” a “reverently irreverent” look at Lutheranism. Come and
join in the fun!

Those disciples interested in joining Saron church will gather on the 8th from 4-6 p.m. to be-
gin their faith journey in this congregation. Welcome them warmly when they formally pre-
sent themselves in worship on the 15th.

Wednesday, the 25th, signals the beginning of our six-weeks of Lenten worship and reflec-
tion. Consider adding a spiritual discipline (e.g., daily Bible reading, additional offerings to
our mission partners, intentional daily prayers for Saron, etc.) in humble adoration of the
One who sacrificed his life for us. Lenten suppers will add joy-filled fellowship to the mix.

Continuing to “practice hospitality ungrudgingly to one another.”

| am pleased to be a part of Saron’s faith community and | look forward to growing together
with you. Please know that | am available to meet and talk whenever needed.

With Joy,

Pastor Steve




7

IT'S HERE!!l MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
FRIDAY MARCH 13TH

Saron's annual Fish Fry Fundraiser will be held at the Salida Depot Event Center in Big Lake (Hwy 10 & Co.
Rd. 11 next to Chico's Place, close to Becker) from 4:30 - 9pm. This year's event will benefit our mission
partner Lutheran Social Services, as well as 'pumping up' our worship & music areas with the possibility of:
multi-directional microphones, drum set or bell choir bells. Adult tickets are $8.50 and Children 3-10 are

$3.50 (under 2 are free). Watch your mailbox for tickets!

We will need volunteers to help once more. If you are interested in volunteering an hour of your time to help
out with this event, please contact Shauna Kapsner at 763.263.2435 or by email at
shauna.kapsner@yahoo.com. A sign up will be posted in the Narthex - keep your eyes open ... and...
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!

SEE YOU THERE

: %
KID'sS CHOIR, SESSION #2 PR B
Singers grades 2-8 are welcome to join us at 6:00p.m. on Feb. 11th. We will perform at /( v"ry -
both services on Sunday, Feb. 15th. See you then! \7‘

\
THE SARON PRAISE SINGERS ‘H ‘—vlL.‘
invite you to join them at 6:15 - 7:00 PM on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday nights of each
month in the sanctuary! Our Praise Singer's mission is to create an inviting start to our
10:45 service by leading the congregation in contemporary worship music. Come join us on the nights
listed above and praise the Lord in song!

COME JOIN THE SARON SENIOR CHOIR

The Saron Senior Choir invites those in 9th grade on up to come and praise the Lord in song! Our choir
sings a variety of song styles for special music, every other week, along with our annual Easter Cantata.
Please come and join us for a time of singing and fellowship
Wednesday evenings from 7p.m.—8:00p.m. in the choir room.
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Interested in becoming a member of Saron?
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We had a great time at the Otsego
Water Park on our 2

nonschool day. There Oy
were about 100 kids - i .
and adults from the a;

Kingdom Keepers and

Refuge programs! Thanks to all the par-
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Erding Hunger
[:IEJ!?EE | Carimg for the Earth

February 1st —Special Sunday-Annual Meeting
February 8th —Craft Sunday
February 15th —Mission Sunday

-Snow Tubing at Eko Backen
February 22nd —Music Sunday
March 1%-Drama Sunday
March 8 "—FACT Sunday-No Sunday School

Snow Tubing At Eko Backen!
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