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All students and friends are welcome to join 
us for a day of water fun at the Otsego Water 

Park. We will leave the church at 2:30 and 
swim from 3-6. Afterwards we will return to 

church for pizza and snacks.  
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UPCOMING STUFF 
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Extremely Special Guest: 
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(all students welcome) 
Mon. Jan. 19 

Otsego Holiday Inn 
 

 
The REFUGE  
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When the idea of collecting coats for the students and adults in our community was first presented to me I 
said “of, course we will head it up.” Really, how couldn’t we. To be honest I was wishing that the idea 
would have never come my way. When I considered the magnitude of the need I was afraid that it was far 
beyond our ability. In fact, I went home and cleaned out all of our closets and brought in 7 coats so that it 
would look like we were doing something. I was afraid of being embarrassed and underestimated the size 
of the hearts of the people in our community. From there I figured I could go to the GoodWill and Salva-
tion Army to make our project look like a good effort. As we organized our students went into the commu-
nity and passed out 457 flyers door to door. When I returned to church with my group I was met by a very 
excited seventh grader, their group had come back with 22 coats that night. From there we were off. It 
seemed that coats were everywhere and our biggest problem became picking them out of the bags and 
hanging them up so we could have church on Sunday mornings. From there we ran out of hangers and had 
to go to the store so we could hang them all up. Then came the next problem, where do we hang them?  I 
am very proud of our community. I was speaking with one of our older members about life during the de-
pression. She said that her father was fortunate to have a good job. They would mark their back door with 
an “X” which was a sign to others that they could come in for a meal. She talked about her house often be-
ing filled with people of all ages who she did not know. I think that there are times when we, as a society 
and community, need to pull together and help each other. To mark our doors and open our hearts to oth-
ers. It’s not news that these are difficult times for many. I am proud to be a part of the Refuge, a group of 
people who are courageous enough to stand on the front lines doing everything and anything they can, in 
reality to be Jesus with skin on. To help others, asking nothing in return. I pray that others will find the 
peace, safety, and call to action that we find in the Refuge. As Mother Teresa prayed: 
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As we bring the Clothesline project to a close, I can confident 
say that we have found peace. It is a long way from cleaning out 

my closets for fear of embarrassment, to going to the store to purchase more hangers for lack of 
room.  Thank you to all! 
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75 of  of Saron’s younger members  
enjoyed a fun-filled night of movie 

viewing . The feature presentation was 
Disney’s recent hit “Kung Foo Panda” 
shown on the Saron’s own version of 

the “Jumbotron” large screen.   
Students arrived in their P.J.’s, com-
plete with slippers, blankets, pillows, 

and the all important stuffed animal. Of 
course there were snacks, friends, and 

plenty of giggles. Given the  
overwhelming turn out it is sure to  
become a Kingdom Keeper annual 
event.  Shout out to Sunday School  

director Melissa Trutna and the  
students of the REFUGE for their work 

in making this a wonderful evening. 

Taking advantage of the intermission to grab some goodies! 


