
SCROLL 

Saron Lutheran Church 

Saron Staff 
Interim Pastor  
Steven Ganzkow-Wold 
pastorsteve@izoom.net 
 

Curtis Rieck, Youth & Family 
Ministry 
slyguy@izoom.net 
 
Julie Weber, Secretary 
jweber@sherbtel.net 
 
Richard & Gloria Hensel,  
Custodians 
rghensel@sherbtel.net 
 
Jennifer Ulven,  
Choir Director 
763.263.2209 
 
Emily Ladwig,  
Organist/Pianist 
763.263.2209 
 
Karen Nelsen, Organist/Pianist 
763.263.2209 
 
Jenny John, Director 
Agape Preschool 763.263.2203 
 
Church Office: 763.263.2209 

Church Fax: 763.262.6002 

Kingdom Keepers 2 

Fall Schedule 4 

Council Members 12 

Remember in Prayer 12 

Rally Day Celebration 3 

Transition Task Force 5 

The Refuge News 6-9 

Council Minutes 10-11 

Inside this issue: 

  It has been two months since I began interim ministry at Saron.  How 
good it has been to meet new people, worship together, pray for each other, 
meet with committees and council, become acquainted with the community, 
and to listen to the voices of Saron members.  I express a special word of 
thanks to all of you who participated in our listening sessions as well as 
those who have talked with me individually.  I enjoy learning about each of 
you and your love for this congregation.   I will be collating the information 
from our listening sessions and providing some written reflections for the 
congregation and church council. 

As the Fall approaches, there is newness in the air and excitement 
building.  Please carefully review the Fall worship, education, and program 
schedule and cheerfully join in Saron’s life.  Worship remains the centerpiece 
of our congregation and with two worship opportunities available on Sunday 
morning, you have more choices in worship styles.  Two adult Bible studies 
will be available on Sunday mornings.  Sunday School continues to provide 
spiritual growth for our youngsters.  Our Youth ministries are providing 
many young people with a “refuge” to grow in their faith and love. 

Thanks for your prayers and participation.  I am available to meet 
with you if you desire.  Please let me know about what is on your mind and 
heart.  I look forward to continuing our faith journey together. 

Hymn/Prayer 
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LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, Open to the seed of your Word 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace be understood 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.  When my heart is cold,  
Warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
Lord, let Saron’s heart be good soil, Open to the seed of your Word 
Let, let Saron’s heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace be understood 
When our hearts our hard, break the stones away. 
When our hearts are cold, warm it with the day. 
When our hearts are lost, lead us on your way. 
Lord, let our hearts, Lord, let our hearts, Lord, let our hearts be good soil. 
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"Jesus said, 'Let the children come to me....For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these." 

Matthew 19:14 

Introducing "Kingdom Keepers", Saron Lutheran Church's Sunday School program. Where children from 3 years through 6th grade learn 
to be keepers of the Kingdom by cultivating the fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness & self-control). 

The Sunday School staff is excited to announce a new format to the Sunday School program. The hope is that the children will feel a 
greater sense of community with each other and the church while they are learning what it means to be a Christian. 

The Kingdom Keepers will be divided into two groups for a large group time. The three-year-olds through 2nd grade will be in one 
group and the 3rd through 6th grade will be in the other. During the half-hour large group time, we will spend time getting to know 
each other as well as exploring God's love and commands for us through crafts, skits and music. The children will be divided into their 
age group for another half-hour small-group time. This time will be spent with their teachers learning more about the stories from the 
Bible and what that means to them in their everyday lives. 

We cannot have a successful program without volunteers like you! Because of the difficulty last year with finding volunteers, we are 
asking the parents of the Kingdom Keepers to volunteer for one thing during the year. On the next page, you will find a list of volun-
teer opportunities. Please prayerfully consider each one. You will be asked to sign-up during registration. 

We are also looking for people who are interested in teaching. We need at least two teachers per age-level. We will be having a meet-
ing for teachers on August 20 at 6:30. 

Join us on Sunday, September 7th for Rally Sunday. Church service will be at 9:30 with Sunday School registration beginning at 10:45. 
Stay for lunch and games after registration! You will also have the opportunity to register Sunday August, 10, 17, 24, and 31 in addition 
to September 14th. Join us on this exciting adventure! 

Please contact Melissa Trutna at 263-1960 or ttrutna@izoom.net if you are interested in volunteering or if you have any questions. 
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Kingdom Keepers Volunteer Opportunities 

• Classroom Teachers - A person or team that works closely with one specific age group teaching a prepared 
lesson. Kingdom Keepers are in their small group classroom for 30 minutes every Sunday. 

• Drama Team - One Sunday a month the Drama Team prepares and presents a drama for the Kingdom 
Keepers during large group times. 

• Craft Team - One Sunday a month the Craft Team plans and leads a craft activity for the Kingdom Keepers. 
• Mission Team - One Sunday a month is Mission Sunday. The Mission Team helps plan and implement the 

Kingdom Keepers mission project for the month. Past mission projects have included "Fill the Playpen" 
(gathering items for the Crisis Nursery), Heifer International Operation Christmas Child and Blankets for Ba-
bies (And Big Kids). 

• 5th & 6th Grade Night (September 26th) 
• Planning Committee 
• Chaperone 

• Movie Night (November 2nd)  
• Planning Committee  
• Chaperone 

• Miscellaneous 
• Prep work for crafts (e.g., cutting out materials) 
• Help with the Christmas Program  
• Help in the classrooms 
• Put up/take down bulletin boards  
• Provide or serve snack 

There will be more opportunities that will come up during the year. Please review the list and find a place where 
you can help. Please sign up on the volunteer list located at the Kingdom Keepers registration table. More infor-
mation will be available at that time as well. 
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 Join in the excitement that will fill the church on Sunday, September 7 as we launch another 
year of worship, learning, fellowship, and service.  We will gather for one celebrative worship service 
at 9:30 a.m. followed by an all-church picnic and games for all ages! 

The church will provide brats, hot dogs, baked beans, drinks, condiments and paper products 
(a free-will offering will help defray costs).  Every family or individual is invited to provide a side dish, 
salad, or dessert to share with everyone else.  There will be games for kids of all ages (bingo, any-
one?).  Many are working hard to make this a day to remember. 

It will assist in planning if you let us know you are coming by September 1 and if you can help 
in needed ways (sign-ups sheets in the narthex).  Make plans to join in this wonderful celebration of 
our life together and  keep Saron in your prayers. 
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FALL WORSHIP, EDUCATION, AND CHOIR 
BEGINNING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2008 

WORSHIP AT 8:15 AND 10:45 A.M. 
EDUCATION HOUR AT 9:30 A.M. (KIDS AND ADULTS) 

 
Worship is the heart of our life together as a church.  We gather each week to celebrate God’s eternal love in 

Jesus Christ, share in the sacraments of baptism and communion, sing songs of praise and thanksgiving, pray together, 
and fellowship with our sisters and brothers in Christ.  In addition, Sunday mornings will offer two Adult Education 
classes during the Sunday School hour (9:30-10:30 a.m.) as well as regular Sunday School classes.  Prayerfully consider 
your regular participation in worship and education. 

These scheduling changes mean that the Adult Choir will move their practices to Wednesday evening from 7-
8 p.m.  in the choir room.  This will also allow Jenn Ulven, our choir director, to work more diligently with our Sunday 
School children’s choirs on Sunday mornings (more information below). 

8:15 a.m. – Traditional Worship using the new “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” Hymnal and will include a special 
children’s message 

9:30 a.m. – 

Sunday School for ages 3 through 6th grade 

Adult Education – 2 Bible Study Offerings: 

“Opening the Book of Faith:  Lutheran Insights for Bible Study” 

Led by Pastor Steve (in Shepherd’s Corner) with an opportunity to explore how to read and understand the Bible 
from a Lutheran perspective. 

“No Experience Necessary” Bible Study—For Senior Adults 

Led by our own Arnie Adascheck (in the conference room), this Bible Study is exactly as its name implies, an 
opportunity to read the Bible with new eyes and ears especially for seniors! 

10:45 a.m. – “Blended” Worship uses a liturgy that incorporates a more “contemporary” feel, with upbeat music, addi-
tional instrumentation, children’s message, modern-day Lord’s Prayer, and more. 

 We will continue to offer Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at both services.  We en-
courage Baptisms on the 1st and 3rd Sundays but arrangements can be made for unique circumstances.  Your participation 
in the worship and education life of Saron is a wonderful gift!  Play in important part in Saron – Be involved! 

COME JOIN THE SARON SENIOR CHOIR AT OUR NEW 
PRACTICE TIME!! 

 

The Saron Senior Choir invites those in 9th grade on up to come and praise 
the Lord in song! Our choir sings a variety of song styles for special music, 
every other week, along with our annual Easter Cantata. Please come and 
join us for  a time of singing and fellowship at our NEW PRACTICE TIME: 

Wednesday evenings from 7p.m.—8:00p.m. in the choir room. 

Any questions? Contact Jenn Ulven at 262-0139. 



 
Rhys Patrick Nebben, son of Erin and Rory Neb-

ben on August 10, 2008. 
 
Funerals 
 
Irene J. “Tootie” Olson, at 

Peterson-Grimsmo 
Chapel, on July 16, 2008. 

Agape Christian Preschool has a few openings left in our Kinder-
garten Readiness afternoon classes for 4 & 5 year olds.  Please 
contact Director Jenny John at 263-2203 for more information. 

For the Record... 

Fall Openings at Agape Christian Preschool 
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MONTHLY DONATIONS CAN BE HASSLE-FREE!  
Dozens of Saron members do not write checks. They use automatic Electronic Funds Transfer or a program called: Simply Giv-
ing. It's easy. Our church staff can provide you with the form. All you have to do is call or stop in. It's secure. Simply Giving pro-
grams are processed through secure networks. Each gift will appear on your monthly bank statement. It's convenient. You will 
never again need to spend time writing a check, finding an envelope, or worrying about whether Saron Lutheran Church is receiv-
ing your support. And you save the cost of checks and postage. Call Julie at 763.263.2209 for answers to any questions you 
have, or to set up your automatic monthly donations and enjoy the convenience of hassle-free, life-changing gifts to Saron.  

Baptisms 
 
Brody Steven Bjerga, son of Kari and Spencer Bjerga 

on July 6, 2008. 
 
Rafe Marcus Brown, son of Marcus and Molly Brown 

on July 6, 2008. 
 
Alexis Rose Derichs, daughter of Stephanie and Cur-

tis Derichs on August 3, 2008. 
 
Milana Drew Grafelman, daughter of Lani and Paul 

Grafelman on August 3, 2008. 
 

Transition Task ForceTransition Task ForceTransition Task ForceTransition Task Force    
As Pastor Steve continues his intentional interim ministry with Saron, he, in consulta-

tion with the Church Council, is developing a Transition Task Force (TTF).  The TTF is a 
special interim leadership group that works closely with Pastor Steve during this “in-between” 
time.  It a group of 5-8 Saron members who represent a cross-section of the congregation and 
who have a positive outlook and vision for Saron’s present and future.  This group will begin its 
work later this summer. 

The TTF helps plan and guide the processes that will help this church bring needed 
change and prepare the congregation for the future.  Much of the task force’s work will involve 
gathering, assembling, and interpreting information from the congregation regarding its pre-
sent and future mission.  TTF members will not serve on the call committee, which will be 
formed later.  Please pray for this group of your sisters and brothers in Christ. 

If you have any questions or comment about or for the transitional task force, please con-
tact Pastor Steve. 



311 Lake St. S 
P .O.  BOX 394 
BIG LAKE, MN 55309 
763.263.2209 
Fax: 763.262.6002 
 

SARON LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Names will remain on our prayer list for 2 months. 
We are happy to reinstate a name anytime, but we 
request that you call the office asking us to do so. 
Those serving in the armed forces will remain on 
the list until they come home. 

Josh Berger, Bernie Boone, Jesse and Justin 
Hattesohl, Daniel Humphrey, Kyle Kevelin, Kim-
berley Knopik, Clint Eklund, Jack Pegg, Jesse 
Mastley, Matthew Pollock, Nicole & Jake Pish-
ney, Brian Wiltsey, Jeff Sandgren, Tyler Holm-
quist, SFC. Harold Kramer, Jessica Walker & 
their families.  
 

SICK & RECOVERING:  Loyd Law (Rose Peterson’s 
father); Sharlene Mitchell; Cheryl Huehn; Carole 
Groustra; Bob Kara (Friends of Richard Helms);  
Conrad Gramsey; Scott Nocton (friend of Tim Hayes 
family); Taylor Tenhoff (Mona Morrisette’s nephew), 
Charlene Hayes,  Jeanne Springer, Tom Klapperick 
(son of Judy and Tony Klapperick), Agner Kelsch 
(great-grandma to Kayla, Cole, Natalie Johnson), 
Boden Fromm (grandson of Pastor Jim and Sandy 
Lindekugel), Betty Lund (Lynn Karls’ mother), George 

Liefert (Michael Klatt’s Uncle), Lorraine 
Beduhn, Karen Smiley, Donna Eddy, Art 
Wurisalo (friend of Bud and Jan Tomlinson), Art 
Moen, Jason Rivers (nephew of Judy and Tony 
Klapperick, Beth and Keith Smith (co-worker 
and friend of Judy and Tony Klapperick), Bruce 
James (brother of Nancy James-Auka), Phyllis 
Monson, Jerry Bottema, Fred Gravel 

Please remember Saron in your prayers during 
this time of transition, and as we search for our 
new pastor. 

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST please fill 
out a prayer request in the Welcome Sheet, 
found in the bulletin. 

IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WOULD 
BENEFIT from receiving a prayer shawl from 
church please call the church office 763-263-
2209.  

  

We’re on the Web! 

www.saron.org 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE REQUESTED 

Holy Baptisms are celebrated at Saron on the 
First and Third Sundays of each month at both 

services. Holy Communion is celebrated at Saron 
on the Second and Fourth Sundays of each month 

at both services. 

Congregational Council 

Tom Stich, President 

Mike Wallen, Vice-President 

Eric Nelsen, Treasurer 

Charlie West, Secretary 

Elaine Bergquist 

Scott Carlson 

Bill Cummings 

Tony Klapperick 

Darlene Lanz 

 

The deadline for information to 
be included in the Scroll is the 
15th of the month at 4:00p.m.! 

Please join us for worship:  
9:30 a.m. 


